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REVIEWS OF RECENT LITERATURE. 
ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Anthropological Notes. — In the American Anthropologist for July, 
Dr. J. Walter Fewkes describes the Aldsaka cult of the Hopi Indians. 
His conclusions are, in part, as follows : " There survives in the 
Hopi Ritual a worship of horned beings, called Aldsakas, which once 
existed at the now ruined pueblo of Awatobi." "The purpose of 
the rites performed in this cult is to cause seeds, especially corn, to 
germinate and grow, and to bring rain to water the farms." " The 
Aldsaka cult is a highly modified form of animal totemism, and the 
Aldsaka represents the mountain sheep." 

Professor A. C. Haddon publishes an account of the Cambridge 
Anthropological Expedition to Torres Strait and Sarawak in Nature 
of August 31. It is stated that the scientific results obtained by 
the seven members of the party will be published in a series of 
memoirs which will be obtainable separately. Dr. Rivers and 
Messrs. Myers, McDougall, and Seligmann will write the volume on 
experimental psychology ; Mr. Ray is said to have ample matter for 
a volume on linguistics. Professor Haddon will deal with the phys- 
ical anthropology of the natives of Torres Strait and New Guinea. 
Music, religion, medicine, statistics, architecture, etc., will be treated 
by the several members of the party. A large number of excellent 
photographs were taken. 

An illustrated article appeared in the July number of Monumental 
Records, in which Mr. Geo. H. Pepper described the ceremonial 
deposits found in an ancient pueblo estufa at the Pueblo Bonito in 
the Chaco Canon. The Hyde Expedition, of which Mr. Pepper is the 
director, has worked several seasons at that extensive group of ruins, 
and the explorations are to be continued. The discovery of ceremo- 
nial objects is said to be the first reported from any pueblo ruin. 

In the September-October number of the American Antiquarian, 
William P. Blake publishes a brief account of the aboriginal turquoise 
mines of Arizona and New Mexico. He mentions a few of the local- 
ities from which turquoise has been obtained, but refers the reader 
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to the treatise, by Geo. F. Kunz, on " Gems and Precious Stones 
of North America," for further information. The author maintains 
that the Nahuatl term " chalchuitl " referred to turquoise and not to 
jade and emerald, as stated by E. G. Squier. We note that Brinton, 
in his " Prehistoric Archaeology," applies the term " chalchuitl " to 
jade alone. 

In the same journal A. F. Berlin describes a valuable collection of 
terra-cotta antiquities from the land of the Incas, and incidentally 
mentions the fact that these rare specimens had been safely trans- 
ported long distances by the careful and friendly natives, but were 
broken and otherwise injured by the New York custom inspectors. 

The first number of Vol. I of the Memoirs of the Bernice Pauahi 
Bishop Museum of Polynesian Ethnology and Natural History is 
devoted to Hawaiian Feather Work. The director of the museum, 
W. T. Brigham, refers to the early voyagers who found the art of 
feather working in a flourishing state in Hawaii during the latter 
part of the last century ; he then describes and furnishes illustra- 
tions of the birds from which the feathers are obtained ; the hel- 
mets, cloaks, and other articles of feathers are described in more or 
less detail, and lists are given of the specimens now known to exist 
in the various museums of the world. The monograph is very fully 
illustrated, two of the plates being in colors. 



GENERAL BIOLOGY. 

Physics of Cell Life Realizing the prematureness of any pres- 
ent attempt at a chemical understanding of cell phenomena, and 
believing that there is a large field for interpretation upon a purely 
physical basis, Dr. L. Rhumbler has devoted himself to a most prom- 
ising line of investigation — the study of the physics of the cell as 
explanation of its phenomena; an attempt to analyze cell life, as far as 
may be, into physical components, leaving the ultimate chemical prob- 
lems for the future. His previous papers deal with the shell-making 
of the rhizopods and with cell division ; the present, 1 with some of 
the phenomena of distribution of pigment in eggs and early larvae. 

Assuming that protoplasm is a foam, much as claimed by Biitschli, 
and that the nucleus and the centrosomes at certain times absorb 

1 Physikalische Analyse von Lebenserscheinungen der Zellen II, III, Archiv 
f. Entwick. d. Organismen, Bd. ix, Sept. 5, 1899, pp. 32-100, PI. IV. 



